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Hatfield Peverel Music skills and knowledge progression map. 

Music at Hatfield Peverel Infant School; 

Engenders a love of music and grows their (the children) talent as musicians. Develops freedom of expression and responses to a wide variety of music and 

cultures. Presents opportunities for children to enjoy performing in a variety of contexts to promote confidence and self-esteem. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and un- tuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music  

 Early Learning Goal Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. 

Skills/knowledge Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Play and perform 

Use voices expressively 30-50 Sing a few familiar songs and 
rhymes.  

40-60 Begins to build a repertoire 
of songs and dances. 

 

Explores how sounds can be made 
and  changed (using voice and 
body)  

Use voices in different ways such as speaking, 
whispering, singing and chanting 

 

Sing with enthusiasm and begin to have a sense of 
rhythm and pulse. 

Build a repertoire of songs 

Use voices expressively and creatively exploring 
pitch, duration and timbre. 

 To sing with the sense of shape of the melody and 
pulse. 

Play tuned and un-
tuned instruments 

 30-50 Explores and learns how 
sounds can be changed 

40-60Explores the different sounds 
of instruments 

 

To create and choose sounds, and be aware of 
how the sound is made. 

To perform/copy simple rhythmical patterns, 
beginning to show an awareness of pulse. 

Attempt to hold instruments correctly and achieve 
a correct sound. 

 

 

To create and choose sounds for a specific effect.  

To perform rhythmical patterns and 
accompaniments, keeping a steady pulse.  

Hold instruments and beaters correctly and be 
aware of the best way to play. 

Control sounds when playing eg dynamics/duration  
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Rehearse and perform 
with others 

Perform repertoire during 
assemblies or spring concert with 
others. 

To think about others when performing. To think about others while performing and begin to 
be aware of others performance (keeping time, 
listening to music accompaniments) 

 

 

Create and compose 

Create musical patterns Experiment with sounds Explore 
sounds in the environment40-60 

Taps out simple copied repeated 
rhythms  

 

Captures experiences and 
responses with a range of media, 
such as music, (dance and paint 
and other materials or words)40-
60 

 

To know about and experiment with sounds Repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns 

Explore, choose and 
organise sounds and 

musical ideas 

 

To identify and organise sounds using simple 
criteria e.g. loud, soft, high low. 

 

To Begin to explore and choose and order sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music*. 

Create and notate pitched sequences representing 
their shape as high/low positions on paper.  

 

Responding and reviewing appraising skills 

Explore and express 
ideas and feelings about 
music using movement, 
dance and expressive 
and musical language. 

 30-5- Enjoys joining in with 
dancing and ring games.  

 30-5- Beginning to move 
rhythmically. Imitates movement 
in response to music.  

Begin to use language to describe 
music. Fast/slow, loud/quiet 

 

 

To talk about how music makes you feel or want to 
move. E.g. it makes me want to jump/sleep/shout 
etc. 

To respond to the tempo and pulse of musical 
extracts using repeated hand and body 
movements. 

Use the language of music such as high/low, 
fast/slow, loud/quiet and the appropriate 
language of tempo, dynamics and pitch 

To respond to different moods in music and explain 
thinking about changes in sound.  

Use appropriate language when discussing music; 
pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, structure etc 

 

 

To make improvements 
to my own work 

Mainly covered through 
assessments in characteristics of 
effective learning and others. 

Work with others and improve to perform  

To think about and make simple suggestions about 
what could make their own work better. E.g: play 
faster or louder. 

 

Work with others and improve to perform  

To identify what improvements could be made to 
own work and make these changes, including 
altering use of voice, playing of and choice of 
instruments. 
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Listening and applying knowledge and understanding 

To listen with 
concentration and recall 
sounds within increasing 
aural memory. 

Build a repertoire of songs and 
actions as above 

To begin to identify simple repeated patterns and 
follow basic musical instructions. 

To identify and recognise repeated patterns and 
follow a wider range of musical instructions 

To know how the combined musical elements of pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and silence can be 
organised and used expressively within simple structures. 

To begin to understand that musical elements can 
be used to create different moods and effects. 

To understand how musical elements create 
different moods and effects. 

To understand that sounds can be made in different ways and 
described using given and invented signs and 

symbols 

To begin to represent sounds with simple sounds 
including shapes and marks 

To confidently represent sounds with a range of 
symbols, shapes or marks. 

To know how music is 
used for particular 
purposes 

Recognise familiar music or songs 
used for celebrations or certain 
events.  

To listen to short, simple pieces of music and talk 
about when and why they may hear it. E.g: a 
lullaby or Wedding march 

To listen to pieces of music and discuss where and 
when they may be heard explaining why using 
simple musical vocabulary. E.g. It’s quiet and 
smooth so it would be good for a lullaby. 

 

 

 


