
Reception - Home Learning  

Literacy  

Activity 1: Start a nature diary. Look out the window each day and keep a note of what you see. 

Birds, flowers. Changes in the weather, what else? i.e I can see a red flower and a buzzing bee. 

Activity 2: Write a letter to someone in your family.  

Activity 3: Can you invent something new? Perhaps a gadget or something to help people?  Draw 

a picture and write a description.  

Activity 4: List making! Write a list of things that make you happy, things you are grateful for 

or things you are good at i.e. I am good a reading. I am kind and helpful.  

Activity 5: During spring, lots of animals have their babies. Find out the names of these and 

write them down in a spring information booklet. This can be made by folding a couple of A4 

pieces of paper. Find out the names of these baby animals: duck, cow, sheep, goat, pig, horse. 

Remember our 5 rules when writing sentences: 

1) Capital letter at the start of each sentence. 

2) Finger spaces between words .  

3) Writing on the line (no floating letters).  

4) Full stop to end the sentence.  

5) Go back and check our work.  

Please note: the children are encouraged to use their phonics knowledge to sound out the words 

independently ie if they are writing shop (sh-o-p). Once the children have had a go writing the 

words on their own, you can give feedback to help them next time, for example: letter formation, 

full stops, digraphs in words.  

 

Useful Phonics Activties 

 Type in ‘Twinkl’ into any search engine.  

 Click on ‘Parents’ and sign up for free.  

 Hover your mouse over the ‘EYFS’ tab. 

 Find the subheading ‘Communication, Language and Literacy’ then click on Phonics 

underneath.  

Here your will find a range of activity sheets and information PowerPoints. We are currently 

learning phase 3 sounds.  

Youtube- Geraldine the Giraffe (for individual sounds e.g. sh).  

               Alphablocks  

               Epic Phonics  

Phonics Play 

You can access some free resources such as Buried Treasure (interactive game).  



Maths leanring 

Number recognition.  

Focus on numbers 1 -10 first.  

If your child recognises numbers 1 – 10, next focus on numbers 1 – 15 or 1 – 20. 

Activity 1 

Write numbers on post-it notes/pieces of paper and place them around the house. Ask your 

child to find a particular number. Repeat until your child is able to confidently find all of the 

numbers you have been practising.  

Activity 2 

Place your number cards face down on a table. Each choose a number card to turn over and say 

the number. The person who has the biggest number gets to keep the card. The person with the 

most cards at the end wins. 

Activity 3 

Ask your child to choose a number card. Can they count out the correct number of items to 

match the number? E.g. Lego pieces, dolls, pencils. 

Ordering Numbers 

Make a set of number cards 1 – 10. Practise placing them in the correct order. If your child can 

order numbers 1 – 10, try ordering numbers 1 – 20. 

Using your number line, practise finding one more and one less of a given number. Remind your 

child that one less is the number that comes before and one more is the next number on. 

 

If your child is able to confidently recognise and order numbers 1 – 20, try playing this 

game. 

Draw two number tracks 1 - 20. You will also need a dice and set of counters. If you do 

not have counters perhaps you could use Lego bricks or coins. Take turns to roll the 

dice and count on 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 as you move along or fill up the track. The first 

person to reach 20 wins the game. 

NB – it is easier for children to fill the track by adding counters than to ‘jump’ a 

counter along the track. 

 

Positional Language 

Encourage your child to use positional language such as: on, under, next to, behind, above. 

With your child, take turns giving instructions on where to place a teddy bear. For example: 

Place the teddy on the shelf. Place the teddy under the table. 

Outdoor activity – Set up your own bear hunt by hiding teddies around your garden. Can your 

child describe where each bear was found? 

For an extra challenge, could you draw a picture or build a model of a familiar journey? 

 

Books that contain positional language include: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael 

Rosen, Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins and Me on a Map by Joan Sweeney. 

 



2D Shapes 

Go on a shape hunt around your house or garden. What shapes can you find? How many 

sides/corners do they have? 

 

Repeating Patterns 

Explore making different repeating patterns using objects such as Lego bricks, colouring 

pencils, sweets.  

First make a repeating pattern for your child to continue. Can they then make their own?  

 
Can your child describe their pattern? For example: yellow, blue, yellow, blue. Or – two circles, 

one triangle, two circles, one triangle. 

This activity could also be completed outdoors using items such as sticks, leaves and pebbles. 

 

Please use the following link for useful Maths games: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=37 

 

 

Other activities to do at home – 

 Build a reading den. 

 Keep moving! Make up a dance routine to your favourite song.  

 Junk modelling! Collect recycle materials such as yogurt pots and boxes and see what you 

can create with them.  

 Go for a walk around your village, draw a map of the local area.  

 Create an obstacle course in your garden.  

 Purple Mash activities – see login card 

 

We would love to see photographs of your learning on Tapestry. Please also look 

out for helpful resources that we will post on Tapestry. 

 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=37

