
Parent Forum minutes 21st May 2019 

Present Mrs Gurr, Mrs Wilkinson, Mrs Eggleton and Miss Ward 

Apologies from Mrs Lapwood, Mrs Brown and Mrs Whittaker. 

Issues discussed: 

Dogs: There are concerns around the fact that a dog was brought onto the playground and also 

around the fact that people are increasingly tying dogs up outside the school gate. These concerns 

are echoed from within the school and staff, and therefore it was agreed that parents need 

reminding that no dogs are allowed on the school premises and that no dogs are to be tied up to 

the school fence during drop off or pick up times, for the safety and peace of mind of the children.  

Website calendar: It was noted by parents that the calendar on the website was not entirely up to 

date, that the parents morning was not on there and some parents say they did not know anything 

about it. However, Mrs Gurr explained that it was on the April newsletter and it was also on the 

original dates leaflet for the whole year, which was distributed in September.  

Mrs Gurr will check the website dates which are supposed to be linked to the calendar in school, and 

also urges parents to take note of dates on newsletters and on the leaflet.  

Parents morning: Parents were very positive about the parents morning and enjoyed it very much, a 

great success.  

It was commented that SATS was being handled well and that children pleased with the biscuit 

treats! 

Outside sports events: A suggestion was made that practice time be made available for children 

taking part in cross country running. Additionally, parents wanted more notice of the dates for 

external events to take time off work. Mrs Gurr will bring this up at the Witham Sports meeting.  

It was also suggested that staff be released to arrive at the venue earlier.  

School dinners: There was comment made about Falafel on the menu not being popular and that 

some children did not know what it was. Some parents at the group also welcomed the chance for 

children to enjoy new things. Mrs Gurr explained that as a school we encourage children to try new 

things and the menus are out in advance for parents to look at and help with choice and explain 

what the food is, but that she can feedback this information to the Juniors who provide the meals. 

Individual photographs: It was asked if the background could be changed to white. Additionally, 

parents were not entirely happy with the quality. This will be fed back to the company.  

ERIC: Parents asked if it was possible to have some feedback on what the children needed to work 

on to achieve their ERICS. It was agreed that at the Autumn term parents evening this would be 

mentioned and then again in the Spring term and once more in the Summer term. Mrs Gurr will also 

write to parents about this so they are clear what the achievements look like in the school context.  

Midday supervision: Parents asked about the support and arrangements for children who have no 

one to play with. Some children feel they need more help and support from the midday supervisors 

to help them play or find a buddy.  

Mrs Gurr will address this at a meeting this week, and also outlined that the school council will be 

wearing coloured vests to support children who need someone to play with and keep an eye on the 



buddy bench, as well as a specific Midday assistant. It was also commented on how much more 

there is to do in the playground for the children.  

Garden update: A parent asked for an update on the garden which is being addressed by Mrs Gurr 

as a separate letter.  

Sapphire class: Additionally, Sapphire class will be notified of arrangements around staffing to the 

end of the year, Mrs Gurr is awaiting confirmation on an aspect.  

The date for the Year 1 trip has been agreed and is the 26th June, the letter will be distributed after 

half term.  

The new headteacher: A parent asked what if any impact there will be with the junior school having 

a new headteacher. Mrs Gurr explained that we are already talking about doing things more closely 

including more opportunities for children in both schools to ‘buddy’ up for reading, playground 

monitors, use of the field, sharing fundraising, etc. It was also mentioned that the two governing 

bodies will be talking more closely and sharing good practice. It was also suggested that new parents 

are told about this at their induction meeting in June.  

Sports day: Parents were very positive about the letter sent out re Sports day, which they felt 

covered all they needed to know and what to expect.  

General: Parents in both year groups are generally very happy and there are minimal issues and they 

are dealt with effectively.  

ISA: The parents would like to thank the ISA for all the hard work they put in to the school as well.  

 Mrs Gurr asked parents at the meeting to spread the word about the ISA needing much more help 

even for short bursts of time, and how we could generate more support and get more people 

involved. It was suggested that people did not understand that they did not need to commit to every 

meeting or event but that if there was a job list put out then that might help. Additionally, they said 

they would encourage people to get involved more. Mrs Gurr asked if they would attend a short 

meeting to find out more about the ISA and the roles and they said they felt it was a good idea.  

It has already been suggested at the ISA meeting that parents be sent a letter outlining all that the 

ISA fundraising had provided. Mrs Gurr will send this out this week.  

Parent forum Reps: Mrs Gurr also asked parents at the forum to talk to others about representing 

classes for next year on the forum as it is such a positive and useful group.  

It was agreed by all present that the parent forum is working well. Parents are feeling that they have 

a voice and an opportunity to give input and feedback and the school welcome the two-way 

communication and are pleased to have such positive feedback and constructive suggestions.  

Mrs Gurr thanked everyone for their time.  

Meeting closed at 3pm.  

 

 

 

 



 

 


